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Abstract: This research aims to describe the lexical cohesion used in students’ writing, and to 
find out the highest frequency of lexical ties in students’ writing. In conducting the research, the 
researcher uses descriptive qualitative method. The researcher uses a documentation to collect the 
data. The data are the students’ scientific writing tasks on fifth semester at STKIP PGRI Bandar 
Lampung. In analyzing the data, the researcher uses the procedure such as recording the data in 
the data card, categorizing the data based on the types of lexical cohesion, summing up the total 
number of lexical cohesion  frequencies, describing the data  and drawing conclusion. The result 
shows that the types of lexical cohesion in students’ writing are repetition, synonymy, antonymy, 
and meronymy. Repetiton becomes the prominent types of lexical cohesion used in students’ 
writing. Meanwhile the hyponymy is the lowest frequency of occurrence in their writings.  
 




Writing is an activity in which the 
students are asked to share their ideas, 
thoughts, and experiences in written form. 
In delivering them, they are required to 
follows the rule of how to share 
something in written form in order to be 
understood by people who read their 
writings. Heaton (1988:146) in his book 
writing English language test has 
mentioned five aspects that must be 
followed by the writer to produce good 
written text, essay, or composition.  
The first aspect is mechanism of 
writing. It is related to how the writers are 
able to apply correct punctuation, 
spelling, and capitalism in their writings. 
The second aspect is related to the 
language use in writing. It is about how 
the writers are able to construct sentences 
and paragraph by using acceptable rule or 
grammar of a language. The third aspect 
is content; in this aspect, the writer is 
required to write the appropriate content 
of the text with the knowledge of the 
situation. The forth aspect is organization. 
It is the aspect which asked the students 
or writers to have an ability to organize 
sentence or paragraph into good 
organization. Each sentence and each 
paragraph must have related ideas to other 
sentences and paragraphs. The last aspect 
is vocabulary which requires the writer to 
use appropriate words in their writings. In 
this case, the writers must be able to 
choose the proper words applied in their 
writings.  
The writers must have high 
proficiency of vocabulary used in order to 
be able to choose which words should be 
applied in their writings. In order to be 
able to create meaningful writings, the 
writers also need to have the ability to 
connect the meaning of word with others 
words or sentence with other sentences. 
The connection tie among sentences with 
other sentences play a major rule in the 
achievement of coherence, meanwhile the 
relation meaning between each words in a 
 




writings plays a major rule in the 
achievement of cohesion.  
Cohesion refers to the relations of 
each item in a text. It is the way we link 
every single item in texts to be a unity and 
meaningful text. Paltridge (2006:131) 
states that cohesion refers to the 
relationship between items in a text such 
as words, phrases and clauses and other 
items such as pronouns, nouns, and 
conjunctions. Halliday and Hasan (1976:4) 
explain that the concept of cohesion is a 
semantic unit one that refers to relation of 
meaning that exists within a text and that 
defines it as text and that define it as a text 
which means that every meaning in the text 
should have connections one and another so 
that it forms a text. 
Cohesion is the connection which 
has their manifestation in the discourse 
itself (Renkema, 2004: 103). For example, 
I have a new friend, her name is Jane; the 
fact that she refers to Jane is the example 
of cohesion.  Halliday and Hassan have 
divided cohesion into five types namely 
substitution, ellipsis, reference 
conjunction and lexical cohesion.  Lexical 
cohesion refers to the links between the 
content words (nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs) which are used in subsequent 
segments of discourse. Paltridge (2006: 
133) says that lexical cohesion refers to 
relationship in meaning between lexical 
items in a text and in particular content 
words and the relationship between them. 
According to Flowerdew and Mahlberg in 
Fatimah and Yunus (2014:853) lexical 
cohesion is related to the meaning in a 
text which the lexical items connect to 
each other and other cohesive device to 
build the continuity of the text.  
Furthermore, McCarthy (1991:65) 
considers the term lexical cohesion to 
mean only exact repetition of words and 
the role played by certain basics semantic 
relations between words in creating 
textuality, that property of text which 
distinguishes it from a random sequence 
of unconnected sentence. Lexical 
cohesion can be distinguished into 
reiteration and collocation (Renkema, 
2004: 115). It is debatable whether 
collocation properly belongs to the notion 
of lexical cohesion, since collocation only 
refers to the probability that lexical items 
will co-occur, and is not a semantic 
relation between words (McCarthy, 
1991:65). So, consequently collocation 
associations across sentence boundaries as 
lying outside of these semantic relations 
are ignored. Renkema (2004:105) added 
that reiteration includes not only 
repetition but also synonymy, hyponymy, 
meronymy, and antonymy.  
Repetition refers to words that are 
repeated in a text (Paltridge 2006:133). It 
is the act of repeating exactly the same 
word as has been mentioned before. This 
is illustrated by the following example:  
There was a large mushroom 
growing near her, about the same 
height as herself; and, when she had 
looked under it, it occurred to her 
that she might as well look and see 
what was on the top of it. She 
stretched herself up on tiptoe, and 
peered over the edge of the 
mushroom (Halliday and Hasan 
1976:278) 
In the example above, there is 
repetition: mushroom refers back to 
mushroom. The second type of lexical 
cohesion is synonymy. It refers to words 
which are similar in meaning (Paltridge, 
2006:134). It is two or more words with 
very closely related meaning or same 
meanings which are often 
intersubstitutable in sentences. This is 
illustrated by the following example: 
A conference will be will be held on 
nation environmental policy. This 
environmental symposium will be 
primarily a conference dealing with 
water. (Renkema, 2004:105) 
In the example above, the word 
environmental symposium have similar 
meaning with conference. Meanwhile, 
Antonymy describes opposite or 
contrastive meanings (Paltridge 
2006:134). It is the relation between items 
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of opposite meanings such as, hot and 
cold (Bahaziq 2016:115). Example The 
old movies just don’t do it anymore. The 
new ones are more appealing. In the 
example above, the words old and new 
have an opposite meaning. 
Hyponymy refers to classes of 
lexical items where the relationship 
between them is one of ‘general specific’, 
‘an example of’ or in a ‘class to member’ 
type relationship (Paltridge, 2006:133). 
Hyponymy is a term used to designate a 
particular member of a broader class. For 
instance, daisy and rose are hyponyms 
of flower. Meanwhile meronymy refers to 
the words that are in a ‘whole part’ 
relationship with each other (Paltridge, 
2006:133).  For example, apple is a 
meronym of apple tree. This part-to-
whole relationship is called meronymy.  
Referring to the explanation above, the 
researcher is interested to know the 
lexical ties used by the students in their 
writing to know its implication on their 
writings. Besides that, the researcher also 
showed the percentage of the lexical 
cohesion occurs in students’ writings. 
 
METHOD 
The researcher uses descriptive 
qualitative as a method of this research. 
The researcher tries to describe, notice, 
analyze and interpret the use of lexical 
cohesion in students’ writing. The data of 
this research was in the form of sentences 
written by the students. Those sentences 
can be in the form of words, phrase, and 
clauses connected by the use of lexical 
cohesive devices. The researcher uses a 
documentation to collect the data. The 
data which are documented are the 
students’ writings which are supposed to 
have cohesion ensured by the use of 
several lexical cohesions. The researcher 
uses descriptive qualitative method to 
analyze the data.  
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
In the part of research findings, the 
researcher presents the lexical cohesion 
and the lexical cohesion prominently used 
in students’ essay. The data will be shown 
in a table. In the second part, the 
researcher gave some general comments 
towards the students used of lexical 
cohesion. 
1. Types and Percentage of Lexical 
Cohesion 
The data in this research were taken 
from students’ assignment of writing class 
which was documented. The researcher 
described 20 data of students’ writings. 
The researcher used the theory of 
Halliday and Hassan about lexical 
cohesion in dividing the kind of lexical 
cohesion. Based on the analysis, the 
researcher found 680 ties of lexical 
cohesion which are categorized into four 
types namely repetition, synonymy, 
antonymy, and meronymy. The researcher 
did not find hyponmy in students’ writing. 
The detail type of lexical cohesion and 
explanation were described as follow: 
 
Table 1 
The Percentage of the Lexical Cohesion 
Occurrence in the Students’ Writing 







1.  Repetition 656 96.5% 
2.  Synonymy 4 0.60% 
3.  Antonymy 16 2.35% 
4.  Meronymy 4 0.60% 
5.  Hyponymy 0 0 
TOTAL 680 100% 
 
1.1 Repetition  
In order to deliver the whole 
information of the writing, students tried 
to use the language in the writing as clear 
as possible so that the information 
presented can be gained by readers. The 
term of repetition is considered to be able 
to obtain that thing. Repetition is the act 
of repeating exactly the same word as has 
been mentioned in previous statement. 
The use of repetition is to emphasize the 
point of the statement presented in the 
essay because it is believed to enable 
readers to remember items mentioned 
 




previously and provides a unity of the 
information in students’ writing. 
Therefore, repetition becomes the most 
frequent type appeared in the essays with 
656 times or 96.5% out of the 
occurrences. It means that the frequent 
use of repetition is interpreted as assisting 
readers to gain the information from the 
writing easily. The examples of repetition 
occurring in the students’ writing are 
presented below: 
(1) Television is one of the media that 
become one of the important tools 
for society. Television shows many 
popular programs that can amuse 
people who are interested in 
watching them. Television has 
brought many changes in people’s 
behavior. Television programs 
increasingly cause them to forget 
their favorite television show. 
(2) However, in the context of some 
cultures, early marriage is not a 
problem, because early marriage is 
part of their culture. However, in 
the concept of development, early 
marriage will cause psychological 
problems in the future.  
Based on example (1) and (2) 
above, the word television and early 
marriage are repeated. It is considered 
necessary to be done because the 
repetition of the lexical item asserts the 
statement presented and it assists readers 
to get the whole information of students’ 
writing. Several items in the students’ 
writing are repeated more than once is to 
emphasize their ideas. Unfortunately, the 
frequent use of repetition also implies the 
efficiency of the lexical items used cannot 
be achieved. 
 
1.2 Synonymy  
In presenting a written text, the 
students used several words which have 
similar meaning. It is done to avoid the 
monotone of the lexical items used in 
their writings or to provide ease the reader 
in understanding the meaning of word 
discussed. There are several synonyms 
found in the fifth semester students’ 
writing, it occurs 4 times or 0.60% out of 
680 occurrences. Here are the examples: 
(3) Plagiarism is an act of plagiarizing 
or duplicating opinions, writings, 
essays, scientific paper without the 
original author’s name.  
(4) Almost every student thought that 
English is difficult to be mastered 
because, it is very complex. It is 
proper reason why do the students 
think that English is hard to be 
mastered. 
According to the data above, the 
students tried to use two different words 
which have similar meaning. In datum (3) 
the students used the words duplicating to 
emphasize the meaning of plagiarizing. It 
is done to make the reader ease in 
understanding their writings about 
plagiarism. Meanwhile in datum (4), the 
students used different words which have 
similar meaning in the second statement 
to avoid the use of the same lexical items 
in the essays. Despite of interpreting as 
minimizing the monotone of the lexical 
items used in the sixth students’ essays, 
students rarely used this kind of lexical 
items. This implies that the effectiveness 




Antonym describes opposite or 
contrastive meanings. The students used 
this kind of lexical cohesion to compare 
something which usually occurs in their 
learning process. The frequencies of 
antonym in these data are 16 data or 
2.35% out of 680 occurrences. An 
example of antonym in the essays is 
presented below: 
(5) It is same as the boys who want to 
enjoy their youth; the girls also 
want to do the same as the boys did. 
(6) Negative effects will appear in a 
person's psychic such as depression 
caused by some social factors for an 
introvert, and for an extrovert will 
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impact on uncontrolled temper and 
violence in children. 
Based on the data above, the 
students used two different words which 
have opposite meaning. In the example 
(5) the students used the words boys and 
girls to make their similarity in enjoying 
the youth. Meanwhile, the datum (6) the 
students used the words introvert and 
extrovert to compare the different impact 
of early marriage between introvert and 
extrovert person.  
 
1.4 Meronymy 
Meronymy denotes a constituent 
part of, or a member of something. In this 
research, the researcher found 4 or 0.60% 
out of 680 occurrences.  Here is the 
example of hyponymy: 
(7) ………..a happy family with their 
partner………… they can be a good 
mother for their children. 
(8) The negative effect of watching 
television that often happen in the 
family is the role of parents who 
allow their children to watch such 
TV programs.  
From the example above, the words 
mother and children or parents and 
children are co-meronymy or part of the 
item ‘family’. It is known that there are 
parts in a family those can be mother, 
father, children and so on.   
 
2. General Comments 
Referring to the analysis of lexical 
cohesion used in students’ writing, the 
researcher tried to give several comments 
to the students towards their writings. In 
the discussion of repetition, the students 
need to pay attention on how they repeat 
some words in their writings. As has been 
applied in the research findings, some 
words are repeated by the students which 
make their writing are not good enough to 
be read. It tends to be monotone. In this 
case, the students can use reference to 
replace the same words to avoid 
monotonous. Actually the researcher did 
not discuss about reference in this 
research, but she has explained it in her 
previous research about grammatical 
cohesion. The use of referring expression 
such as she, he it, and other kinds of 
reference can help the students to produce 
good English sentences or paragraph. 
The second comment is related to 
the use of synonym in writings. The 
writer suggested to the students to use the 
similar words to change the use of same 
words. As Paltridge (2006: 134) said that 
in English it is not good style to 
continuously repeat the same word to a 
text. In this research, the researcher still 
found that the students are rarely to use 
the synonym in their writings to substitute 
the same used of words which sound 
monotone. 
The third comment is about the use 
meronymy and hyponymy in students’ 
writings. Related to the use of meronymy 
and hyponymy, the researcher suggested 
that the students need to develop their 
writing by mentioning some words that 
have relationship each other both in the 
use of words as a kind of something or 
words as a whole-part relationship with 
each other. It is done to make the writings 
are clear enough by explaining more 
detail about the content of the writings. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Based on the analysis towards the 
students’ writings, the researcher 
concluded that, the students have master 
adequate grammar in producing English 
written text. Besides that, they have 
constructed cohesive written text by 
applying some rules in English. Based on 
the analysis, the researcher found 680 
lexical ties in students writing. The use of 
repetition becomes the highest frequency 
of occurrence than other kinds of lexical 
cohesion. Meanwhile, the researcher did 
not find the use of hyponymy in students’ 
writings. In accordance to the analysis, 
the researcher suggested to the students to 
increase their ability in writing especially 
the ability on the use of synonymy, 
hyponymy and meronymy. Moreover, 
 




they also need to pay attention on the use 
of grammatical cohesion in producing 
English written text such as referent and 
substitution. In this case, they should 
understand clearly about each function of 
lexical and grammatical cohesion before 
producing English written text.  
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